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being organized.  A mixed force of several Allied nations with

a British general in command held the White Sea region.

The Bolshevik Government at Petrograd soon concluded an
armistice with the Central Powers, and in December a peace
conference began its debates at Brest-Litovsk in Poland. Russia
was out of the war and the German staff was moving division
after division to the western front.

This eventful year of 1917 had begun hopefully for the Allies
in France, but its later months were a disappointing and
anxious time. In the early weeks of the year there was further
progress on the Somme front, and in the middle of March it
seemed that the enemy's line was giving way. British patrols
on the advanced front found the enemy's trenches on the mar-
gin of the new Somme battle-ground were being abandoned,
and then it was realized that north and south of these positions,
along some twenty miles of front, the Germans were in retreat.
It was with high hopes that the Allies pressed forward in pur-
suit. They found themselves moving through country devastated
by the retreating enemy, with buildings in ruin, orchard trees
cut down, bridges blown up, and roads cratered with explosions.
Presently there was further delay to the advance as it was met
by German rearguards covering the retirement. At the end of
March the pursuit ended. The enemy had shortened his front
by abandoning a salient north of the Somme battle-fields, and
a still larger salient southwards towards Roye and Lassigny.
He had straightened his line and prepared in advance a formid-
able entrenched position, extending from his front near Arras,
south-eastward to a point in front of St. Quentin, and then
southward to the upper Oise. This fortified position was after-
wards known to the Allies as the 'Hindenburg Line'.1

Joffre had resigned the command of the French armies to
Nivelle, a younger general who had sprung into sudden fame
by recovering some of the ground lost at Verdun, and he had
persuaded prominent men of the Allied Governments that he

1 See sketch-map opposite. By the Germans various sectors of the new line were
named after heroes of the old German legends. That directly in front of the British
advance was known as the 'Siegfried Line'.